The recent political events in Catalonia have taken the other European countries by surprise. Why did Carles Puigdemont push so hard on the Spanish government and organised an illegal unilateral referendum on Catalonia's independence? And why did the Spanish government push so hard back, using so much unnecessary -and therefore unlawful -violence against the Catalan voters?
How could the Catalan separatists believe that the European Union would be able and willing to defend them against the Spanish government? How could they believe that the Catalan citizens would become economically more prosperous after a declaration of independence? Why did they not foresee that banks and other powerful business actors would immediately move their headquarters out of Catalonia and make the region economically weaker? Was the pound crash and the dramatic fall of the uk house prices after The recent developments in Catalonia could be seen as two tales of governance against the law. The first tale sees the Catalan strive for self-governance and new governance as protagonist, while in the second tale the classic topdown, old governance in the form of command and control by the State power takes the lead.4 Both governance actors crossed the boundaries of legality. While the illegal acts of the Catalan separatists could be seen as acts of civil disobedience,5 the unnecessary violence of the Spanish police is just a classic example of unlawful abuse of public power.
A good analysis of the causes of the recent conflict is provided by the major of Barcelona, Ada Colau: she sees the origins of the current crisis "in the repeated refusals on the part of the government in Madrid to enter a dialogue on Spanish territorial reforms that recognise the rights of Catalans to decide their own political future".6 On the independence referendum, she writes: "There are many non-separatists such as ourselves, who, while critical of the unilateral path taken by the Catalan regional government, are calling for a negotiated solution in accordance with the feelings of 82% of the Catalan population, who support the holding of an agreed referendum, like the one conducted in Scotland. "7 However, the Spanish government did not allow an agreed referendum. Fuelled by an irritated public opinion on both sides of the battlefield, the conflict escaled in illegal conducts on both sides: the illegal referendum, and the
